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people as the Parsis of to-day, as described by themselves ?
Their only shepherding, alas! consists in a very high fence
and a well-guarded door, should any hungry sheep try to go
out and find the pasture he cannot find within.

The reader has had numerous samples of the prayers
presented to him in the body of this book, and can judge as
well as any outsider can of their calibre from a spiritual point
of view. The qualification must in fairness be kept carefully
in mind. The power of association is so great that words
which to us appear tame and unsatisfying, though wholly free
from blame, may have unaccountable influence on minds which
are under the spell of the centuries. The Reformers would
sweep this * parrot's prattle' away, as we have just seen.
Before they do so for themselves, or urge on others to follow,
they ought to be very sure they have something genuine to
put in its place.

Christians will have no hesitation in offering help to the
Parsi who feels, as so many do, the spiritual poverty of his
people, for all their heritage of hoarded wealth. How great
a blessing would it bring them if they could turn to One who
knows, and cry c Lord, teach us to pray, as Zarathushtra also
taught his disciples'! There are some aspects of prayer in
which the best types of Eastern piety may help the Western
seeker to realize ideals conspicuous in the New Testament.
That prayer is not only or even chiefly petition, but the
concentrated effort to dwell in the secret place of the Most
High, and to hear what God will speak, is a lesson that the
East should not find it so hard to learn as we often do. What
Jesus taught about prayer is so clear and so well known that
it hardly need be repeated : we will only recall those parts of
His teaching in which special dangers of the Parsi conception
and practice are anticipated. The peril of using words with-
out thoughts was vividly pictured in the Sermon on the
Mount; and the Parsi system of very frequent prayer in
formulae that are constantly repeated brings obviously its
danger of expecting to be ' heard for much speaking'. That